Invaluable guidance…
Like all of the ChemPubSoc Europe journals, ChemistryOpen is supported by an Editorial Advisory Board (EAB) comprised of leaders in chemistry research. EAB members support the journal through publications, and many of our most cited (Table 1) and accessed (Table 2) articles are from authors who serve on the EAB. Indeed, the excellent contributions highlighted here have undoubtedly contributed significantly to the journal's first impact factor (IF) of 2.938 (ISI Journal Citation Report 2013 Edition) .
In addition to publishing with ChemistryOpen, members of the EAB support the journal through peer review efforts and act as ambassadors in the community. EAB members also take on more extensive roles within the journal, such as being the Guest Editor of a virtual issue (see below) and proposing topics for timely Review articles within their field. Review articles are new to ChemistryOpen in 2015; the journal seeks to publish a small number of highly relevant expert Review articles each year on hot topics within chemistry. Authors interested in authoring a Review article are encouraged to contact the Editorial Office to discuss the proposed topic. In 2015, we welcome Prof. Johan Wouters (University of Namur, Belgium) to the ChemistryOpen EAB. Prof. Wouters has expertise in medicinal and physical chemistry, which complement the research fields of the rest of the board. Prof. Wouters is an active member of the Belgian chemistry community, which is particularly fitting as both the SociØtØ Royale de Chimie (SRC) and the Koninklijke Vlaamse Chemische Vereniging (KVCV) are part of ChemPubSoc Europe and therefore co-owners of the journal.
A growing journal…
The number of submissions received have grown significantly over the first three volumes (Figure 1 ), particularly since July 2014 when the journal received its impressive first impact factor and began a "free to publish" promotion to celebrate this achievement.
With this sharp increase in submissions, the journal size will necessarily grow also, and we can already see this happening with Issue 01/ 2015. Rapid growth can often bring with it a slower publication process, however, ChemistryOpen continues to offer authors fast decisions (16-22 days) and efficient manuscript handling post acceptance, with publication taking just three to four weeks from receipt of the accepted version to online publication.
As a multidisciplinary journal, ChemistryOpen covers all aspects of chemistry and its subdisciplines. This is evident by the topics covered in the journal (Figure 2 ). Accompanying our broad scope, the journal also features more specialized virtual issues that seek to highlight particular areas within the chemical sciences of current interest and importance.
In 2014 ChemistryOpen is currently accepting submissions for two virtual issues: the first is entitled Carbohydrates in the 21 st Century: Synthesis & Applications (submissions due: May 31st, 2015) with EAB member Prof. Antony Fairbanks (University of Canterbury, New Zealand) in the role of Guest Editor; the second focuses on Nature-Inspired Organic Chemistry (submissions due: June 30th, 2015) with Guest Editor and EAB member Prof. Oliver Reiser (University of Regensburg, Germany). Researchers wishing to contribute to these or future virtual issues should contact the Editorial Office via email for further details. 
Truly global reach…
One of the great advantages of an open-access journal is that anyone anywhere can read the articles we publish. This creates a very diverse authorship and readership, with fans of the journal across the globe.
Submissions in 2014 were received from all parts of the world (Figure 3 a) , with the majority coming from Europe and Asia. Published articles were typically from countries with longestablished excellence in chemistry. In both cases, the strong representation of European countries is likely to be a reflection of our EAB and our society owners, who have actively supported the journal through submissions in the first three years before the impact factor was released. It should be noted here that percentage values when dealing with such a small dataset (Figure 1) can often be misleading, and thus any conclusions drawn from these data should be treated with caution.
Beyond looking at authorship, to assess its impact within the field, it is important to look at who is taking an interest in the journal (Figure 4 ). Around 67 % of visitors to the journal's homepage on Wiley Online Library are from North America, Western Europe, and Asia (namely India, China and Japan), with the rest of the world representing around 33 %. This diverse and extensive reach is to be expected for an open-access journal, where no barriers to access are present for a reader beyond requiring internet access.
Changing face of access…
Before the internet, readers had to wait until they received their monthly copy of the journal in the mail to read the latest articles. Later, readers relied on e-mail alerts for notification of a new issue. More recently, many readers subscribe to RSS feeds or e-mail alerts to articles as soon as they are published in EarlyView. Now, social media is playing a growing role in how readers are choosing to interact with scientific publications and hear about new articles in their field. There seems to be ever more options for readers on how to follow the science others publish.
ChemistryOpen is active on social media platforms, including both Facebook (www.facebook.com/chemistryopen) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/chemistryopen), with 5188 likes and 283 followers, respectively, as of January 31st, 2015.
Similarly, many readers are moving towards mobile access to scientific publications from their smartphone or tablet. In response to this growing need, the ChemistryOpen app was released in 2014 for iPads and iPhones, and in 2015 the app will be released for Android users. The app is free to download and of course, all articles are open access; more information can be found here: www.chemistryopen.mobi.
